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ART

Delft Reverie

Following childhood memories, Henna Shah returns to the
blue-and-white world that first shaped her imagination

¥ WORLD HAS long been ctchied in
Blue and white. Belore | understood
the word Delftware, these cobours had
alresdy begun shaping my aesthetic
sense, In ooy grandlather's Mumbai
homee, a teak showcase held a world
within isell; crockery admined imore
than wsed, arriving from distant shores
through the trade petworks he navigated as a frelgh
braker, His favourile plece was a blue-and-white oil
dispenser with a sailing ship illustration and a cork Hd.
Yearsbater, mry uncle, whose work often took him o
Rotterdamy, added a debicately painted blue-and-white
wall plate. These objects becime familisr companions
in my childhood, S0, when the Netherdands hinally
fouid i1 wary Lo my travel plans, Delll was non-
megoltiable. Twarted to uncover why this simple
marriage of blue and white felt so deeply captivating.

Delft At First Sight

Arriving in Delle, | found myself in a
fown stitched together by canals and
bicveles, where bridges tiltaside for
passing boats, From the train station, |
witled towards Koninklijke Porceleyne
Fles, or Roval Dellt (royaldelft.com), the
last surviving Fectory from the orginal
Delftware producers. Stepping in fell like
crossing into the living memaory of Dulch
crafltsmanship.

“The style erginated in i7th-century
MNethedands, when artists were inspired
by thiie blise porcelain froan China that
arrived hene throush the Butch East
India Company (VOC)," said Tess Reedijk,
a young Platecdschilder (handpainted
earthenware artisan) at Roval Delft.
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COURTEET OF ROvAL BELFT [E)

Through Time
in the Roval Delft Museum (museumorayaldelfi.com ), the
story of blue and white unfolded through ohjects, Glass
cases held porcelain that once travelled alonp wea passages,
early pieces made in China for Persian patrons who
favoured cobalt blue against luminous white, Preparatory
sketches revealed how patterns were drafted and
transferred onto ceramics through charcoal tracing.

A | mowved from one :[isptu'y 1o the next, | could
almiexst sense the moment whien Delits artisans began
experimenting for themselves, coating earthenware witha
tim glaze to imitate that porcelain sheen. By the 18th century,
they hizd shifted metils towards Dutch pastoral scenes and
developed a distinet visual language of their own.

As part of their permanent collection,
Reval Dellt Museumn has 2 gallery devoted 1o
the gramd commissions of King William 10 and
Cucen Mary 1L Delltware took o an almost
architectimal presence here—tall vases, tulip
pryramidds amd Mubed vessels with o theatrical
ehegance, cach one reflecting o tme when
British royal patronage transformed the cralt
imto g continental luxury,

The past then gave way to Lhe present in the
form of a dinner service designed exclusively
for the current Dutch Roval Family, Kingfisier
modifs, orange-blossom detailing and hine gold
edging around the intertwined monagram of
the present King and Cueen reflect how the
artform has adapled with tme,

Keeping History Alive
Uipaon joining a guided walk inside the Royal
Dl Factory, wie stepped into Uhe painting
roots where artisans sal before wooden tatiles,
completely absorbed in their oralt, What struck
e Fiest were their brushstrokes —not blue, as
ome miight expect, but a muted charcoal that
would transtorm into a deep cobalt only after
firing. It felt almost magical, this kdea that the
pottery revesded its true colours only in the kiln.
“Every brushstroke | make still follows the
ceniuries-old Im‘hniqun.li. p.'ds.lit,-d down Ihruugh
generations at Royal Delit. A piece is only
fimished once it finds the right balance between
form and feeling. Sometimes that happens
in a day, sometimes it takes much longer. 'm
prowd to be part of something so deeply rooted
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irn Dot aet Wistory, vet still relevant today, For me, it is
not only about periection, but aboul the feeling that I'm
contributing tea living tradition.” said Tess, pointing toa
colleaguse immersed in bis work with near-devotional focus,
Tess shared that she is sill one of the younger painters
at the factory, “We don't work with short-term intems
Faere, o this crafl canmot be mastered in fust a few weeks, it
takees Ui, patience and repetition,” Later in the alternoon,
[ learmed about the distingtion between handmade and
hamcpaimted Delftwarne, the former is shaped and glazed in
Prelft Blue but decorated with transler prints whike the iber
rendered entirely by an artist’s brush, each piece camrying its
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own individuality. A painter's signature, hidden
on the underside, marks that personal touch,
Pointing to one of ber twn creations, Tess
added, “Each painter adds a bit of thelr own
character and rhythm to the tradition. That
bakance between precision and personality
keeps the craft alive”

High Tea, Delft Style

iy that puint, the thought of panting an
original Delft blue piece mysell seemed 3
distant aspirstion, | had hoped to join ome
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COORTEST OF ROYAL DELFT, HEWKE 3HAM
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Froem it Th Schitfmacher Collection mt Royal Dot displays &

et selection of intrcately hand-painted Defbamne peoes;
BrasserklB63 serves high ton bn @ IMth-century courtyard using
original Dalftware talile Sattings,

o their tle-painting workshops, bt pone
woirre scheduled for that week, So | carrded
iy yearming for a closer encounter (o
Brassoriel 653, where a high tea served on
Delitware became an extension of my blee-
and-white reverie,

A short walkway from the [actory opened
into a Ffth-century courtyard, one of the st
preserved fragments of Royal Delft's original
architecture, Bevond it stood Brasserielis3,
where | had reserved a vegetarian high tea.
My Lalile was set endinely in Delftware: delicate
teacups, a painted pot, and o three-ter
stand laden with warm scones, tomato soup,
cucumber sandwiches and gebir fours

The teas ranged from Earl Grey to
refreshing mint, ginger and lemon. There was
sermething almest ceremaonial about drinking
tea from original Pelltware while listening 1o
the clinking of cups around me. As the soft
murmur of conversations drifted from nearby
tables, the boundary between object and
cigpenienc e seemed to dissolve,

Reimagining Biue And White

Belore boarding my train back to Amsterdam,
one plate in the museum shop seemed o call
to e, It carried a Dutch verse suggesting that
ealing begins with the eyes, moves th mgh the
hands and ends in the heart. It felt as if the day

at Hoval Dellt had been chistilled imto that single
plesce - sormething | coubd carry home,

Yot Delit lngered with me long after | left
thee toawes, Days Bater in Amsterdiom, | wandened
into s Heinen Debh Blaow (heineadeifidilaone
com’ store,  Roval Dellt leli like history
preserved, Heinen felt like history reimagined,
The designs were playful and maodern, yet
unmistakably rooted in tradition, The chal-
loving Indian in me couldn't resist a blue-and-
white tea set. As the friendly Fady at the counter
wrapped it in carelul Layers [or my Bight homee,
she remarked, "You can even shoep Irom us
oline, we ship to India. And you'll love our
range of Christmas ormaments.”

Back To The Beginning

When | returmed to my family home, |
instinctively reached for the two Delit blue
pheces | had abways known. Turning them over
genthy, | noticed details | had never thought 1o
examine before, like the word "Dellts,” marking
them both as post-1950 pieces, The objects

had not changed; it was me whe now saw them
differently. Understanding their lincage leh
like unlocking a history that had been ssting in
plain sight all along. | realised that an, hewever
deticate, endures through its ability to build
bridges across eras, lives and continents in
ways no words ever could, @

GETTING THERE

You can fiy to Amstendam
from Murnbai or Deldhi on
claily flights operated by
IndiGo (goindigo.in), Al
India (&lrindia com) and
KLM (kim.co.in). From
Amsterdam Centraal
statlon (minstationm
amstergam), take an
hieur-long intercity train
o reach Delft

STAY

ibis Amsterdam Centre
Stopera offers spacious,
canal-facing rooms
and is comaniantly
located near the metro,
provicling easy Bocess
to Amsterdam Centraal
Doutes from 126.000;
afl.accorcomihotel

Hampshire Hotel Dedft
centre offers a true taste
of living in Deift, close

to the histodic contre

and 20 minutes from the
station, Rooms follow a
distinctive musical theme,
Doublas from T15,000;
hoteidalftcentre.nl
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