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LA brings colour (o

THE EXHIBITION

The artist remixing the
beauty of South Central
LA in her first ever solo
exhibition

Words: STEPHANIE PHILLIPS

Lauren Halsey's first solo exhibition in the

UK will be taking over London'’s Serpentine this
month, promising to turn it into an ‘immersive
funk garden’. It was on the bus to and from
college each day that the artist began to see
her beloved neighbourhood of South Central
Los Angeles in a new light. Her family had lived
in the area for generations, but now as an
architecture student, Halsey's eyes were
drawn to the surrounding buildings where the
hostile architecture of barbed wire fences and
storefronts with bulletproof glass stood out.
On the back of these everyday observations,
Halsey made a decision that would determine
the path of her artistic career. She decided

to drop her plans to become an architect,
choosing instead to use art to show those
store owners that communities of colour were
not a threat. She asked herself the question,
‘How could | use art to explore and honour the
different ways these Black and Brown
communities imagine and experience our
neighbourhoods, lived histories and

physical environments?’

In her work as a contemporary artist, the
37-year-old uses immersive installations of
grand sculptures and architectural
masterpieces, maximalist Technicolor collage
and found signage, to create a visual
vocabulary that reflects, remixes and, most
importantly, archives the beauty of South
Central LA. Whether she is designing a 22-foot
Egyptian-inspired structure on the rooftop of
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York,
or building an intricate cave system within the
walls of the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Los Angeles, Halsey is always bringing her
hyperlocal vision to the wider world. Her work
will finally cross the pond at her first UK solo
exhibition, Emajendat, to be held at
Serpentine South. The exhibition aims to build
on her previous works and will transform the

‘With the
Serpentine
show, I get (o
play again,
be in the midst
ol my iumk’
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Clockwise found signage
from below: becomes a
Halsey’s modern creative collage;
hieroglyph artist Lauren
structure; Halsey

gallery into a ‘funk garden’ complete with

a water feature, lifesize figurines, plants, found
objects, and Halsey-designed wallpaper.

‘| thought the garden idea was

cool because the Serpentine is situated

in this huge park. In South Central, we're

not garden-rich like that at all, and such
large-scale green space is rare.’

Under mirrored palm trees and CD-clad
walls, Halsey's garden will act as a sanctuary
for people to rest, unwind and daydream.
Emajendatis a test run for the project sister
dreamer, an architectural ode South Central,
which will see Halsey build a permanent
sculptural park in South Central LA. Though
the formal nature of arts venues can be a
difficult environment for an artist as
community-focused as Halsey, Emajendat
has proved to be far less restrictive than other
spaces. ‘With the Serpentine show, | get to
play again, be in the midst of my funk again.
I'm so happy to be in that heart space where
| get to improvise.’

Emajendat by Lauren Halsey is on view at
Serpentine South from 4 October 2024 to
2 March 2025. serpentinegalleries.org

GET OUT THERE
D%: FLY TO...

easyJet flies to London from 122 airports
across Europe, including Paris, Milan and
Berlin. Book now at easyJet.com

N STAYIN...
Enjoy spectacular 360° views of the London
skyline from 4* Novotel London Canary
Wharf rootop bar. Book now at
easyJet.com/holidays
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It is finally possible to increase your
height without anyone knowing your
secret. Thanks to Masaltos.com shoes,
men can add up to 7 cm to their height
in a completely invisible way. The shoes
contain a lightweight anatomical wedge,
making you appear taller without
revealing how you did it.
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OXFORD SNEAKERS CASUAL MONKSTRAP

Discount code:
MASJET
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Tel. (+34) 954 564 292
Feria 4 & 6, 41003 Seville, Spain E
info@masaltos.com
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