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There's a reason this is the most often-done home improvement
project - change your entire reality with a change of color! Or start

over with a clean slate of fresh, pure white.

Add crown molding - no, really
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Crown molding adds charm and personality to a home, and you don't
f need to spend hours at the miter saw cutting perfect corners.
Y Nowadays you can buy foam crown molding that's easy to cut with a

hand saw and adheres with joint compound. An easy and elegant

upgrade that won't break the bank - or your back.

Add stair runners

WIKIMEDIA.ORG

Slippery stairs tripping you up? Carpeting them can cost thousands.

You can use several stair runners to spruce up those steps, and you
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N%
tape, staple the runners over it and finish oft with upholstery tacks.

Front entry facelift

COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA....

Just changing the entrance of your home can make it all feel different.
Check out estate sales and thrift stores - you never know what cool
lighting you'll find. New front doors can cost thousands - paint it a fun
new color instead, or switch out the door hardware for a few hundred
bucks.

Install open shelving
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SHUTTERSTOCK

If you've got some empty wall space in the kitchen, installing a nice
wood shelf or two not only upgrades your look, it also gives you a place
to display your better dishes and spice jars (and your great-aunt's milk

glass that you hide until she visits).

Add plants and flowers
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COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA....

A fairly inexpensive way to spruce up your place is adding some flower
pots to the porch, or switching out some tired plants in the front yard.
Indoors, plants like the Chinese evergreen and Devil's Ivy thrive on low
light (or go for fake plants - ssh, they're so good now nobody will

know).

Fix that nasty caulk

R .

SHUTTERSTOCK
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new with a layer or two of new white caulk. Simply remove the old

moldy stuff with a utility knife and caulk away.

Upgrade a small appliance

WIKIMEDIA.ORG

Most of us have to use precious counter space for grungy microwaves
and toaster ovens. If one of these small appliances is underperforming,
it may be time to replace it. Or add a new one that's not only helpful

but pretty - KitchenAid mixers are like artwork for your counter.

B Don't overlook the details
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F ! ! switching, so to speak, them out
f ! ‘ | for something that matches your
v home. Since you don't need to
‘ change the ones hiding behind
furniture, this is a small but
— ——:l] noticeable detail your guests will
— ) appreciate.
Iff_ . ! "'-..r |
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PIXABAY

Did you know wood floors should be polished once a year (or every 4-6

mnanthe far hindh_otrafArs araac)? Thic ic aacilir lanAd rhoanlyr) AAana with
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Enjoyed the article? Share it with your friends!
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