shoat 3 stylus for my recond
pixver This & too much even for
the Dadtessly polite assistant,
whocan't keep from smirking.
Newly conscious of being 2

wate viewimg of Banrvu, an
intimidating security robot. One
of the developers prowdly shows
me sEme mapshots of burglars
photagraphad by his creation.
Thev ok comically stunned, as
well they might when coafronted
}v & “mechatronic” dinossur
with 3 hastdeiecting SensSOTS
and a revolving camera beaming
Fve vidao ta the police. When he
demonstrates Banryu  sitting,
begang and even climiing stairs,
my OwWn don must match
that of any bockless intruder
Setishied that Japan's corponate
premises are protected, | sheep
soundly at the designconsciouns
Four Seasons near Tokyo station
&% the traffic below is rendered
silemt by triple glazing Next dax
I ride a looping monoradl to the
foraristic tsand of Odaiba The
PRy PRs In Panasonc’s Future
Lifestyie Lad showroom inciude a
smrdrobe (hat selects Wal outfit
acconding to the weather and the
scenston, & sofa bed that reclines
wiwn o fall asheed and a wob
s s B das with bulll-in cam

era, allowing you to check by
mobile whether vou need eggs.

Then there's the automatc vac-
wuming machine. “It uses sensors
to move around obstacles,” says
the demonstrator Ominously it
has had a flood of enquiries from
the elderiy: while the labour
syving benefits are evident, a
Wkg box migragging at random
seems cortain to knock old people
over like skittles.

Even in the loo there’s no

TECH THIS INTO
ACCOUNT

JAPAN'S new labour-saving devices
won't come cheap. Here's the
shopping bilk:

@ Boxdy Compasition Anatyzer,
Ya-Man Ltd, ¥9,500 (£50)

@ Banryu (pictured right), Sanyo
Electric/ Tmsuk, ¥1 950,000
(£10,000)

@ iSeefet, Alphalmega Soft, ¥

@ Bowlng

@ Meowlingual (for cats), coming S00N

118,000 (£600)
sual, Takara Toys, ¥14,800 (ETS)

(e

Thafuulehureandmw:u-iﬂeghxﬁ'lghhkw'stnphutelsmeansmcan have a 25t

respite. A Healthy Toilet offers to
analyse my urine and supply an
instant diagnosis. I'm in no mood
for health advice from another
machine, so before it tells me the
end is nigh, I scurry out and head
for the TEPIA (Technaology
Utopia) exhibition centre in
Aoyama. Here 1 meet Mariko,

who has come to check out the
iSeePet remote feeding device.
This 18in-high plastic cylinder
has a mounted camera linked to

\
2
i

h century view, plus silence

the internet, via which she
should be able to view her dog,
play a feeding-time melody and
dispense up to 60g of food.
Chained to a lamppost outside
is Kasumi, her pampered Ger
man shepherd — and he’s wear-
ing a Bowlingual microphone, 1
beg Mariko to show me how
Japan's most popular gadget
works. She switches on a hand-
held receiver with a small
sereen, capable of translating 200
barks into plain text. Consclous
of the absurdity of the situation,
we stand and wait for Kasumi to

speak. “Woof," he says. “Where
hav i been?” we read It
wor > barks again: “I'm con-
fused.” [ know how he feels.
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