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8 Unexpected Family Vacations to Try in the Mid-Atlantic

BY SHAYNE RODRIGUEZ THOMPSON
March 19, 2020

For many families, domestic travel is simply easier and more affordable than leaving the

country. But once you’ve done all the American mainstays like Disney, New York City,

Washington D.C., San Diego, and the major national parks, what’s left? Lots! There are so

many lesser-known, but still amazingly beautiful, educational and flat-out fun

destinations to visit in the United States.

Here, we’ll focus on some awesome unexpected family vacation destinations in the Mid-
X
Atlantic region, which includes New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware
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1. Albany, New York

There are seriously cool things in Albany. As the state capitol of New York, Albany is a
mid-size city that at times feels more like a small town. You can museum hop to learn
about everything from history to art, tour and dine at family-friendly breweries, spend a
day at Huck Finn’s Playland amusement park, and tour the World War Il USS Slater DE-
766. Feel the need to escape into nature? Head to Washington Park for the Tulip Fest in
the spring or to catch a live theater performance during the warmer months.
Alternatively, you can head out for a hike in the Albany Pine Bush Preserve, which is
known to be one of the most endangered regions in the entire Northeast.

ADVERTISEMENT

Recommended Hotel: Renaissance Albany Hotel

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020
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2. Lambertville, New Jersey

The small town of Lambertville, New Jersey, lies along the state’s border with
neighboring New Hope in Pennsylvania, and even has a bridge that allows visitors and
locals alike to walk between the two states. Lambertville is full of antique shops, unique
boutiques and fantastic restaurants for parents to enjoy between activities and
excursions the kids will enjoy. Places like the Howell Living History Farm, the Golden
Nugget Antique Market and the Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead Museum are fun and
enriching for the whole family. Plus, Philadelphia is under an hour away if you feel like

venturing into a big city.

Recommended Hotel: Lambertville Station Restaurant & Inn

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020
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3. Cape May, New Jersey

Cape May is the Jersey Shore like you’ve never seen it. Its beach is much calmer and
more serene than those farther north, and there’s a vast array of activities and sights to
explore. You can climb the Cape May Lighthouse and go on a dolphin and whale
watching cruise one day, shop and dine at adorable and high-end boutiques and
restaurants in the town’s historic center another, and spend the day at the free-
admission Cape May County Zoo, which is home to more than 500 animals and features
a playground and picnic tables. Even the lodging options in Cape May are varied, with

everything from campgrounds to luxury hotels.

Recommended Hotel: Congress Hall

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020
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4. Easton, Pennsylvania

For families with young children, Easton might be best known as the home of the

Crayola Experience. When it’s not overly crowded, Crayola is definitely a fun attraction

with lots of cute and educational activities for children. But Easton, located in the

Lehigh Valley, offers so much more than crayons. Easton’s historic downtown is flat-out

charming, full of antique and vintage shops and cozy restaurants. You can explore the
Easton Public Market for locally made treats and other goods, stroll the Karl Stirner Arts
Trail along Bushkill Creek, and learn something new at the Nurture Nature Center. On
weekends from June through November, there’s even a free historic trolley tour. Boat
enthusiasts might also enjoy taking a canal boat tour along the Lehigh Canal in Hugh
Moore Park, which includes admission to the National Canal Museum.

Recommended Hotel: Grand Eastonian Hotel & Suites

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020
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5. Cape Henlopen State Park,
Delaware

Delaware may be a tiny state and one that you don’t hear about all that often. But as
America’s first state, it’s rich in history and surprisingly resplendent with natural
attractions. Cape Henlopen State Park encompasses ocean beaches, hiking and biking
trails, a seaside nature center, and the Fort Miles Museum. There’s so much to do, a
single day trip wouldn’t be long enough. However, the park features a campground with
tent sites and cabins, so you can actually spend your entire family vacation onsite. But
thanks to Delaware’s petite size, you can also venture out to popular spots like
Rehoboth Beach, Fenwick Island and the capital city of Dover, all in under an hour.

Recommended Hotel: Avenue Inn & Spa

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020
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6. Annapolis, Maryland

Unless you’re a U.S. Navy or sailing afficionado, Annapolis may not be a destination
that’s crossed your mind often, but it’s a wonderful place to visit with children. Most of
course, will get a kick out of just seeing the hundreds of sailboats typically docked on
the city’s shores, but Maryland’s capital city is brimming with pretty incredible sights for
visitors to enjoy. The Kunta Kinte-Alex Haley Memorial is the only U.S. memorial that
recognizes the name and place of arrival of a slave from Africa, and it’s an absolute
must-see for history buffs. From there, you can head straight into downtown to browse
some of Annapolis’s quirky shops and restaurants (be sure to try the seafood) and walk
up to see the stunning 18" century brick houses and the imposir)w(g domed Maryland

State House. where vou can actually take a guided tour.

https://www.familyvacationcritic.com/unexpected-family-vacations-to-try-in-the-mid-atlantic/art/ 7/16


https://www.familyvacationcritic.com/annapolis-md-family-vacation/dfv/
https://www.familyvacationcritic.com/annapolis-md-family-vacation/dfv/
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DBookingCom%26src%3D105318203%26geo%3D279168%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D2%26silo%3D6208%26bucket%3D930554%26nrank%3D3%26crank%3D3%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D169136042%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3D_7O6qMXbU7oQHfWdW5vBmzNTBvzVDIxR4_5YqMTPbmI8lruqXbp3tiSPzXlld9BCCwfjeifMrBi_Z5m9ugoPCCZEAvPrYPuEh1L_7K9TSwCFjWJkk4LrLUZS7mf43LgaUi08NV_5essmcup9I26HvWJ50vpp3V6gb_xJGRUPw3nQUEsOv_SMQ5o7WvdGz6X1_PGp6tbll4WMTTXwRPTskA%26priceShown%3D274%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DAVAILABLE%26mbl%3DBEAT%26mbldelta%3D0%26rate%3D274.00%26fees%3D30.14%26cur%3DUSD%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D28%26outDay%3D31%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3De5798c3e-a341-4253-8f81-53650724590f%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_109,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200828%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D170a26a511e339dea96b37b12c0c565c7%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D35413%26ik%3Df43c2956d9fe419f8a9cd79bf7e6cede%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3D6c320baf54824c199e4d98f4dd7f5f63%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=7d75171b-67ea-4d6f-9e3c-49a09e241d78&k=e14ca791-f975-45e9-a4dd-1b58cfeb4d67&t=false&m=35413&pn=BookingCom&ps=1&pc=2&pp=274&cd=2020-08-28&n=3&r=1&a=1
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DBookingCom%26src%3D105318203%26geo%3D279168%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D2%26silo%3D6208%26bucket%3D930554%26nrank%3D3%26crank%3D3%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D169136042%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3D_7O6qMXbU7oQHfWdW5vBmzNTBvzVDIxR4_5YqMTPbmI8lruqXbp3tiSPzXlld9BCCwfjeifMrBi_Z5m9ugoPCCZEAvPrYPuEh1L_7K9TSwCFjWJkk4LrLUZS7mf43LgaUi08NV_5essmcup9I26HvWJ50vpp3V6gb_xJGRUPw3nQUEsOv_SMQ5o7WvdGz6X1_PGp6tbll4WMTTXwRPTskA%26priceShown%3D274%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DAVAILABLE%26mbl%3DBEAT%26mbldelta%3D0%26rate%3D274.00%26fees%3D30.14%26cur%3DUSD%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D28%26outDay%3D31%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3De5798c3e-a341-4253-8f81-53650724590f%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_109,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200828%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D170a26a511e339dea96b37b12c0c565c7%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D35413%26ik%3Df43c2956d9fe419f8a9cd79bf7e6cede%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3D6c320baf54824c199e4d98f4dd7f5f63%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=7d75171b-67ea-4d6f-9e3c-49a09e241d78&k=e14ca791-f975-45e9-a4dd-1b58cfeb4d67&t=false&m=35413&pn=BookingCom&ps=1&pc=2&pp=274&cd=2020-08-28&n=3&r=1&a=1

5/11/2020 8 Unexpected Family Vacations to Try in the Mid-Atlantic | Family Vacation Critic

Recommended Hotel: The Graduate Annapolis

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020

We couldn't find prices for these dates; please modify your search

7. Frederick, Maryland

Frederick, Maryland, is a self-proclaimed “hip” town that offers a blend of natural
attractions such as hiking and biking trails along the Appalachian Trail, beautiful scenic
byways perfect for an autumn drive, and a 78-foot waterfall in Cunningham Falls State
Park. Venture downtown and you’ll find a slew of restaurants, Maryland’s largest brewery
(Flying Dog Brewery) and a fun public art trail that children are sure to enjoy; be sure to
find the dinosaur mural! There are even a number of interesting gnd unigue museums
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Museum, and Rose Hill Manor Park & Museum, which has its own children’s museum.
From Frederick, you can easily head into Washington, D.C.—it’s only about an hour away.

Recommended Hotel: Hampton Inn Frederick

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020

$103

Booking.com

8. Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Located along the Potomac River, Harper’s Ferry is the site of Harper’s Ferry National
Historical Park, where visitors will find a Civil War Museum; Johanrown’s Fort, which
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Outdoorsy types can hike parts of the Appalachian Trail; take in incredible views of both
Maryland and Virginia at “The Point,” where the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers meet;
and climb up to see the unique formations at Jefferson Rock. While Harper’s Ferry is
certainly a haven for nature lovers, train enthusiasts can enjoy sights like the Historic
Harpers Ferry Station, others can check out the offbeat John Brown Wax Museum, and

history buffs can visit the small, but historically significant White Hall Tavern.

Recommended Hotel: Clarion Inn Harpers Ferry

Aug 28, 2020 to Aug 31, 2020

$118

Booking.com

travelup.com $142 -

Shayne is a freelance writer and editor who has been passionately covering all things
travel, food, wellness and parenting for over a decade. Experiencing the world and its
diversity of cultures through travel is one of her favorite things to do, especially
alongside her adventure-loving kids and husband. More of her work can be found

on SmarterTravel.com, CruiseCritic.com, MamasLatinas.com, VivaFifty.com, CafeMom.com

and her personal blog, fitmamilife.com. Shayne’s work has also appeared on Huffpost,

ABC News and BabyCenter.com.

What to Pack for Your Next Trip

For info on these editor-selected items, click to visit the seller’s site. Things you buy may earn us a
commission.
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Shop the look
Cotton Pocket Tee
Everlane

n Beach Sweat Shorts

Tommy Bahama

57mm Phantos

Aviator Polarized
®9®  Sunglasses

Nordstrom Rack

Travel Laptop
. Backpack

Imyth

Nike Roshe Run

S
appos

Shop the look

Japanese GoWeave
High-Neck Tank
Everlane

Lightweight Wide Leg
Crop Chino
Everlane

Single Pearl
Necklace
Maison Monik

Stirrup Leather Bag
Mango

Alina Flats
Me Too

Our team of parents and travel experts chooses each product and service we

recommend. Anything you purchase through links on our site may earn us a commission.
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TruthFinder
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Taonga: The Island Farm
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Because Market
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How To: Boost Prostate Health (Do This Daily)

ProstaGenix
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