ampires rock. Especially Lestat, who has

risen from a decades-ong slumber and rein-
vented himself as o contemporary American

- ock star in the movie Queen of the Domned, a se-
quel of sorts to 1994's Inferview With the Vam-
pire. Instead of Tom Cruise, Stuart Townsend bares
fangs this time as Lestat, whose music awakens
the queen mother of vampires, Akasha, from her
supposedly eternal slumber. Played by beloved
R&B singer Acliyah, Akasha uses all her molevo-
lent power fo make Lestat her main man, and the
world’s vampires are biting mad. So is o young
London woman named Jesse who is drawn to the
dark side ond wouldn't mind a little neck bit-
ing with everyong’s fovorite immortal ployer. She
must stand with the vampires against Akasha be-
fore the queen manages to unleash hell on earth
and wipe them cil out. ——ROBERT 8. DESALYO

INTERVIEW WITH THE
VAMP@RE WRITER
Anne Rice

Best-selling author Anne Rice is best known for her
Vampire Chronicles, which unfurled in 1976 with
= Inferview With the Vampire, followed by The Vam-
pire Lestat, The Queen of the Domned, The Tale of
the Body Thief, Memnoch the Devil, Pandora,
Armand, Merrick and last year's Blood and Gofd.
The epic stories follow the sensual and supernat-
ural exploifs of various vampires, though Lestat is
the star. “} completely identify with him," says
Rice on her official website. “He is my male self
and does thie things | wish | could. When I'm writ-
ing, he's right there telling me the story, leaning
over my shoulder, telling me to get it right, point-
ing out things | should change, breathing down my
neck and doing everything but biting me. He
wouldn't dare!”  (fext continued on page 150)

THE QUEEN
OF THE DAMNED
Ingioet

L. The Queen of the Domned is the third
baok in the Vampire Chronicles. The movie
incorporates elements from that book and
the second novel, The Vompire Lestat.

2 . Warner Bros. got production moving
on Queen of the Damned before October
2000, when the rights for the book would
have revertad back to Anne Rice.

3« Producer lorge Sarlequi scid he knew
he'd found the new Lestat ofter seeing Stu-
art Townsend in Resurrection Man, in which
Sarlegui described Townsend as “pale, sexy,
androgynous, cocksure and dangerous
0s hell.”

4« The Queen of the Damned is directed
by Michoel Rymer and has two credifed
screenwrifers. Anne Rice voluntesred to pen
the screenplay for union scale, but her offer
was politely declined.

4« Aaliyah's older brother, Reshed Hough-
ton, rerecorded several of his sister’s lines in
Queen of the Domned ofter her death fo
smooth over her Egyption accent.

& . Jonathan Davis of Kom cowrofe and
recarded five songs for Queen of the
Damned and scored the film along with com-
poser Richard Gibbs. Because of legal rec-
sons, the soundtrack (D will feature the
voice of Jeff Scott Soto, whom Davis
conched.

7 « Wamer Bros. decried an errongous
New York Post report that the movie was
heading straight fo video until Adliyah’s
death raised its profile.

HAIL TO THE.QUEEN

In Arabic Acliyah means “the highest, most-exalted
one,” so it's fitting she play the Queen of the Damned.
The R&B sensation released three platinum albums,
the first when she was 15, os well as the hit Are You
That Somebody from the Dr. Dolittle soundtrack and
the Oscarnominated Journey fo the Past from the film
Anastasia. She recorded the hit Try Again for the movie
Romeo Must Die and made her acting debut in that film
opposite Jet Li. Aaliyah had begun working on the
Matrix sequels before the small plane she was on
crashed in the Bohamos lost August, killing everyone
on board. The death of this talented 22-year-old was a
tragedy, and because her unfinished work in the Matrix
sequels had to be scrapped, The Queen of the Damned
will stand as her final film.
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“Writing my novels,

I was deeply into SesM. But 1

was constructing a fantasy, not a road map.”

Before Anne Rice first drew blood on
the Literary scene with Interview With the
ISmpire, vampires were mostly relegated
o .a'e—mﬂht B movies. No one had ever
mied o bnng humanity to the monsters,
o view vampires as tormented outsid-

ers who struggle with mora]jty, the mean-
mg of life and the transience of love
erotic desire. The Vampire Chronicles—
mine books and counting—amassed a
buge following that broke barriers based
on gender, sexual orientation and age.

JIthough the 60-year-old author is mod-
st zbout how much her Vampire Chroni-
: have expanded the mythology of the
cad, she says dismissal of her work
zs. “Some people don't take The Vam-
Chronicles seriously at all, because the
ks are about vampires,” she says.
Thev don't understand how much I've
put mnto the novels. In some dark and
zled way, Louis was me in Interview
ke Vampire. That was my melan-
cholv. my guilt for leaving the Catholic
rch. my grief for the death of my
danshier.”
Inially, Rice wasn't thrilled with the
= of 1994°s blockbuster Interview
2 Vampire, which features Cruise as
Lesmat, but now she sings his praises. “I

“Wow! And I thought you were just a song-and-dance man.

was wrong about Tom Cruise’s not being
able to overcome type,” she says. “He’s a
wonderful actor who became the charac-
ter Lestat and understood Lestat’s per-
somality. I just saw Richard E. Grant, an
actor I had lobbied for in Interview With
the Vampire, play a vampire in the come-
dy The Little Vampire. He was this dramat-
ic, cultured character tricked out in Eliz-
abethan drag. I’d like to think I had a
little influence there. It’s flattering to
think people have read my work and
want to build on it.” Now The Queen of the
Damned is out in theaters with a new cast
and minimal involvement from Rice.
“When the movie was in development, I
offered to write the screenplay for union
scale with a deferred payment if the
movie was ever made,” she says. “I want-
ed to do Lestat and the studio wanted
to do the third novel, The Queen of the
Damned. They really didn’t want me.
They told me politely that I was just too
big for them.” Rice maintained contact
with the filmmakers during the produc-
tion of Queen, but at the time of this
interview, she had not seen the mov-
ie. “I'm optimistic,” she says. “Even an
adaptation of the book can be good if the
personalities of the characters remain

2

true to the story. That’s what I'm hoping
for with Queen.” What does she think of
the new Lestat? “I met Stuart Townsend
after the picture wrapped,” she says.
“He came to New Orleans and I showed
him around the house and property. He
was charming. He had a good experi-
ence making Queen and he told me about
some of the things that fascinated him,
like playing a rock star onstage in front
of a real audience.”

Although Rice’s work has been trans-
lated to the screen with varying success,
the author still gets excited at the pros-
pect of her stories on film. Her book
Ramses the Damned, about an immortal
mummy, is being developed by James
Cameron, and she’d love to see Joaquin
Phoenix play the ghost who haunts a
woman in the supernatural love story Vi-
olin. “When 1 watched Interview With the
Vamyprire, I was thrilled to see scenes I had
written being acted out pretty faithfully
to what I had done,” she says. “It gave
me chills. The same thing happened
with Showtime’s Feast of All Saints, which
was such a faithful adaptation by the
screenwriter, John Wilder. He really un-
derstood the book. Now I'm reluctant
to work on any project without John.”
Rice probably regrets not having Wil-
der around when her erotic novel Exit
lo Eden was turned into a slapstick com-
edy starring Rosie O’Donnell and Dan
Aykroyd. “The movie Exit to Eden was so
disconnected from my work that it didn’t
even bring in my audience,” she says.
“The producers interpreted the novel to
be comic, and they ridiculed the charac-
ters. Exit to Eden is actually a kinky love
story.”

Rice is a kink connoisseur. Her porno-
graphic Beauty trilogy (The Claiming of
Sleeping Beauty, Beauly’s Punishment and
Beauty’s Release) is a sadomasochistic re-
telling of the classic fairy tale. “I used the
pseudonym A.N. Roquelaure because
my father was still living at the time and
T didn’t want him to know about it,” she
says. “Roguelaure means cloak in French,
so A.N. Roquelaure really means Anne
with a cloak. I wanted to put these elab-
orate sexual fantasies in print, and I
believed pornography could be written
without the grimness of The Story of O
or 9V Weeks. 1 wanted something that
was playful and highly erotic on every
page yet didn’t contain four-letter words,
something that could be elegant and fun
for both men and women. I think I ac-
complished my goal.” It was a dark fan-
tasy for Rice, but what about her fans?
“I've met people who are into S&M who
come to my signings and talk about the
Beauty books and how they act out the
scenes,” she says. “It frightens me a lit-
tle, and I tend to be shy, so I don’t ask
a lot of questions. I appreciate their life-
style, but I have not personally been in-
volved with S&M. When I was writing my
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novels, I was deeply into it. But I was

construcnng a fantasy, not a road map or |

a blueprint.”

Although Rice says her days of writing
pornography are over, there is no lack of
erotic tension in The Vampire Chronicles,
in which the characters explore limitless
erotic pairings. “When I write I see the
world through bisexual eyes " she says.

“I'm not sure that everyone is inherently
bisexual, but I know a lot of people who
are capable of being bisexual if they
could remove the prejudice or if it were
more swanky to be that way. I think
maybe I'm bisexual—I don’t really
know. When I'm Louis or Lestat or any
of those characters, I see everyone as es-
sentially attractive and compelling. I
don’t see the world with the grimy eyes
of a detective novelist. I don’t use nega-
tive vacabulary. I believe everyone is at-
tractive to some extent, and the bisexual
romanticism in those novels is a part of
my psyche. Lestat is the man I wish I
was. For many years I felt like a gay man
in a woman’s body, and Lestat is kind of
a gay man in a gay man’s body.”

Lestat, who has taken a backseat in the
last few Chronicles, will return next in the
book Blackwood Farm and be the focus of
the upcoming Angel Time. “1 was work-
ing on Angel Time in 1998 when I got di-
abetes and went into a coma,” Rice says.

“I almost died with a blood sugar level
of 800, and when I got to the hospital I
was on the verge of cardiac arrest. When
you're in a diabetic coma, your brain
actually shrinks, so it was frightening to
come out of that with no ability to fan-
tasize, imagine or plan. I was in a state
of the present tense and agitated all
the time. It took months to get back my
vocabulary and my capacity to write a
narrative.”

Now that she has made a notable im-
pression on pop culture and changed
the mythology of the vampire, will she
abandon the Chronicles? 1s there a fi-
nal chapter? “T have a young audience
coming up that wasn’t even born when
I wrote Interview With the Vampire,” she
says. “The Vampire Chronicles are being
used in philosophy classes in college and
high school literature classes. Teachers
come through the book-signing line and
tell me that they assign the Chronicles to
kids because it gets them to read. All of
that is wonderful. I'm writing a novel
called The Talamasca, about the order of
psychic detectives that I first introduced
in The Queen of the Damned. I'm trying to
keep vampires out of it, but I don’t seem
to be able to control myself and I keep
weaving all my books together. I want
new characters, new voices and new
ideas, so it’s going to be clean if it kills
me. But I don’t see any end to The Vam-
pire Chronicles. 1 still have a lot to say.”
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