
I

ANYMORE.
RNING A. TO
ARD sTUDS.

BY STACIE HOUGLAND

How qou bet is qour buginess.
You wanna mele him thi ik about i t  fora reason.

-RiJstg Rgon [Brud Pitt] coachinggoung poket ptogerc in oce.n'! Eleven

aclhs ls all aborl elDrB.io!, Hdl,l\lood cardsharp rvannabcs arc learning an .]ll-ncn
skill thc poker 1ace. lrom Ben Afflcck ro Tobcr. l\,{aguire, llmes U,oods ro Nlini Rogcrs.
David Sch\\inrmer to you gct thc gist the list ofstars who can coLLnt rhc 52 $als thel
love playing pokcr is cndless. At t.l's recent party to launch its cclebdt) poker sho$
Hall,v\r;ood Hol.l 'l.rn,lennifer Tilly plaled Dc)rt ro bcau llhil Lrik (aka "The Unabombcr"
on thc pro circuit) and do\rr thc tablc tiom Mac.rulay Culkin. Sjr! Ilue hostcd a tourna
mcnt stvle event at erclusil'c Guys in Wcst Holly$.ood, \rhere lill1my Kimncl, cornedF
enne Sarah Silvcrman and Chris l,{asterson sat in. Ard on anv givcn night around toNn,
someonc famous is holdins 3 home same.

So, rcall\! $hat's tbe deal?
Brad Pitt s lanoLLsly funny sccnc teachints the nei.bies cards in 2001's O.crr:s tleven

ma,v hale hcraldcd pokef's rise, but it rvasn t until about t{'o ycars lrgo the $me reall\
startcd to swccp Holl,vs'ood-and thc nation \r'ith thc ad\ont of TV sho\\s like Celcbrl._\
Pokcr S,rdwdorvr and the Wotld Pokci Toufs HolL,wood Hone Catnethat pair stars rvith
top pros. ( Ihere s reail_v somcthing sing lar ebout wrtching Affleck finally takc a gamb,.
on screen that pays ofl doing something you vourself caD do with fricnds :rr home.) And
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" l t 's  a game about
deception and

reverse psychotogy.
ACtOrs are born

for that."
-Vince Van Patten

to lcr .  i r  \uulJ.re-.  i .  r l ) .  r ( r  i ,  Hn ) , \n, ,dp.{ im.r i , rpe, ,p lc\hobJsi .dt \
b l  , r fo.r . iv i - ! .  la\< nr.  { i f  , -  1. , i , ,6.rr(er i \  |  , r . r , .  Lr , j  1, , ,_ar l" l i i;u ip, ,  rhc,r f l 'of l -n i . \  , , ,  . , "  i . , , " , ,u rr1 oirherr l . iouir , ,u.pntertr  .h, ,sr
\ i r t .  FJC. $ ' , ,  t r^ \ r r  r  b i - ]u] l 'hh h, ,mc r ,m.. ,nd Sor inr^ i , , r  l8 s h.  n.hc movcJ
r-r \ \ lnm,rr  rn, ,mrn (r$h,, I r .  u.JcJher:n. . !u)(nict , r . . . . . t  nJrcJt$. ,v.  to\cdrh.r l , r f lurr . , -ot inr . td,rn. . \ . , - r  o iunD,,urof ,pr ,_.or_"""U,,r1.  1r , , . r . " ior | ' re, ,rrnF r t -on. n(\cr di . l  |  . ; r  n,( . . . \L( \ r !s.  -Hn\\ercr.  lh( ,err , , r  , , f lnsi l le<20. o evcn oer-e.  rhc Inr i l  , .  s i , rn inr  qh,,  rno"r  n""  , "" , : r , ,  , i , , r r . . . ,1me g, \ rn .  \ r rc i 'nd_. rhe t{ !hut , ,g)  b( . i rJ feopt( .  berr ing ro br rh. .nosrlscrnJ|nt . r \nc!  ot  ,he FJr{ .  tm.trJr .  r r \ rn!  ro i isur.  teop,e ou. wh,r

''Its a game abour deceprion and reversc psychoto$r, sa),s rchr/pokcrguru,/ Wo,r1d Poter n)ur commcntator vince Van p"tt"".le.tui" ,r. lni,iJn.
: .h: l : , ] .h. : . - -hc, . , rky r-d. . . r  : .  rnJ;-rcr , ,nd.  nd.. , tk s. , ,  . r r  rncr,rbte,r \  nr(n r \  I  rcrL| | , rnu\  i .Jce. fh<\c ru)\  Fr,  i r . . rnd rhd.s u h) rhi)  r . .o go,rd. .r rbh<d-Ki , rsnirhcHutt , , , , , , . . t  s,un..LJn.. . - , r" ,ou_". , ,  , r , i t , t , ,  t , i i , , i
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J L ' ,  h '^r  r  l l r r r t  ; . ,mr , ,  r
csJir \ .  ( ) f  Wcdn.sJ.rvs !ot l

nrishr i rh Sh.rfon sn)nc. L)r .1rnis

I t . in(r  ( lhc\\  ( lhJsc, Barr!  l ) i l lcf  rnd tro. trr . . rs l ) . rr  r l . tn irk rr l l
l ) r \  iJ ( lhrsrnrn.
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.  41. I  i l l : i i
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. :  .  r ' r r . : , i : ) ! i (  !  'his crrh B!rr .s,  \hn l .  t ! .1 rcmrDrlrcrs.  ' l i  h.  fu l l rd oi l  r  h ig hlLrf i ,
l )on Adlrns lof  G.r  Srrrr . l  sould bc \cf \ ' t foLr. l  xn. l  t r rnr ld sh(^ i
h is r iLf( ls.  thc]r  10(ni  Nr c\ ' . rv l . ( ,d\  rnd in his t r t r \ \ \ f l l  Sn.rrr  \o i . r l
N1)Lr d sxr.  Sorf \  rbour rhrt .  ( lh i f t l  '

owadats slar poket players fxl
f i r )d g.rmcs t( ,  drof  th. i r ,1of ish on
r lDrost  c\ . f )  i jghi .  l , roclur.r  lon
l  l r rJr l r 's  knr) i  n to h.r \1,  l
N{(JrLir \  n ight  i r :mrc i r t  h is honc
in shfrrr i rn Oir l is  rh l t  Jfutrs
l ) r \  id Sch$imDcf.  Jxcl  l ] l rc l 's
' lcnrcl( 'us l )  Urhrcr K) lc ( , , rss is

t lor f ( ' r ,  Nlcol lcr(  Shcr rrnLi  hsonAlc\rnJef l r rcr j rcd i rscrr
Norh\  \ ! : r l rcrs-Hoi i \sol , . t  h( !nc gam(..  {h ich f ls  bc.r  l jo jng on
tor rcxr l )  15 _r. l rs rrd $hr)sc x l l l rc.s. i r (  fLr l l t . l l  f fom I  fo i l rnr , . :
l is t  ( i f  l0O f lus ict(ns.  r \noihcr {c l l  knowl lgrnrc (rr  \ \ ! \ lnrs!h\  is
di 'cr t r i f  l ' j lu l  Ih/rrskv's i l r r t 's  t rkcr fL.r . .  lar  sonrf  3 j  ! r . r rs s i r l r
l .con.fd Nnno\,  l { ich.r fd I ) r .vtuss rnd t l ln)rr  ( io l l i ! l  drofr j | !  b! :
l l (sr  i I ' i ] r . (sr , r  i fd (  c/ .brn_r 1,r)r f r 'Sl ,or1/otrrr
co cf . r ror  losh Nlr l inr  to ld ( .xtn t ) l . ) t l

'  
rF.r / 'nc hc rrrcc got l i ic lccl  or t  o i  I I . r r rk

A/ i r r r . 's  SuIJir \  n ighr gr l rc (hc 1\ ]s . rst( ,4
brck),  r I ich l \ lx t ihfs l , . r r t  h ls l rcqnenird.
' | / r i r l  :ds s iorr is l . rurr  l \ ( fon iss.r iJ n) hol l l . r
grn ' .  f ' r . r ic : r l l \  cvr f \  n i rht  o i thc t r fck.

( . lu i tc po\sihl \  thf  nnist  f \ r lusi \ .  inJ
i inni(sr  . r rDc in ( t r r 'n is thc onc ht lJ l - . i  thc
( lot lnuet l rokcr CluLr,  so f . l l lcd bcrrrs.  thc\
r l$r \s. f r  I  g(rrnr,r t  mcl l .  I rs mcmbcrs.r f .  rn
cl i tc sr \ rn:  Stcv.  NIaf t in.  Nci l  Si . rot l .  ( t i I l

l lu i  sLrr  s ( i rn\  i rsr  \  is i r  onc lnorh.r 's  nrrnsio s rrJ Holh r i  ( { )Lt
l l  l \ . .  . . t ,  ,  , . , ,1 1, , r  ' t . \ t  , -u:  . .  \ r .  t , r , , r  I .
l ) i ( l i r ] ] r  io lnd I  on l ) i l lnond 1, | i l l j ts  o i ( . r )  h j r  rhc rc l i  r r  rhc s or l i  s
l r fgrst  to l icr  . ls ln( , ,  comnr(frc ( i I  rhf  Cir)  o i  ( innmrrcc,
( ' rst  o1 l  .4.) ,  l rh ich Iosrs l  nunrtrcr  o i  l l i i i i . rL. l ]L r(nrrnl lncnrs rrk.
th.  ( l , r l i t i r r r r i r  l1)Lcf  St l ic  Ch.rml- .  j ,  jnshi f  r | , ] l  Ar l l ( . .1 $on ]Nst

. r t r r rn! . r l  rn fd l .  i f ) i

.?"ri,::.., ,,46r!
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-[rr.)ugi strr l)ick Van Partcn started p1a]irg in his dad,s h,rj: .
g,nlcs as r tecnager atongside ltucoDre Aa.t, Kor..y! c.,r:
Kapl.rn, lohn Huston ( Hed till up rhcse hugc shor\ :
tcqui la ') ,  $hl ter Matthau and l t ich:rr .1 Drcyluss. . , I  l ( t r i j
poker so nrlrch I rctrratly had I lakc beard end mLLstl.::.
m!dc, and I uscd to go doslr to cardena [a hjlf-hour s.Ju:.
ol L.A.l rfierc there {':rs legalizcd pokcr 1i)r 2t and o\.cr
lookcd likc a little ticak, \hn Prtten s:r).s, laughing. \\:hi l
cvoh iug inro I tennis pro (br age 2rl hc s!s oDc ot thc woft,i -rop 25 p1a)ers) hc c(rltinucd to pia\' poker through thc vc.r:.
trofcssnnull) in the \rrrld-ctass cilluir and privarely $n'
Kaphn and produccr Bob Emns. Now hc hosrs a u.eekly gamr
l\'ith Afflcck, Maguirc, Jlrmcs \Voods (his plrrDcr on a rl,cbsrr.
crlled Hollr \{oodPoke..com) rnd orhcrs. rn 2002 he was hifr-.1
.rs thc ll??'s commeniator and thc rcsr is tristoD.

Thouijh thi. pokeratti have hcipcd bring rhe gan]e tio.l
3 r.m. I.SPN broadcasts to evcr_v cable channet on l)iredt \
Ilolllwood's love aflrir n ith poker is Dothing nc\r,, going hr(;
to whLlr it \.as relegarc.l nr sccdv, smoke,filtcd bacl
tarroonrs aDd ultra-pri\ate homc gamcs. njck in the ci:r\i
i r ' l , r \ r  )  brr$i , ' .  ik .  t ) .  r r ' l  / , r ,u k.  t<$ uJ.Lcr- .
SamLrel cold$vn, Da\, id 0. Sclznick and ,rJot_r.,rrcod Rryo.rcr

toLlnder \ {R. "Bi lh" \ \ r i lkcrson
played wcckly samcs during $.hjch
\Vasscrnun rcportcdlv lost  h is
home $icc, but evcntuirlly won ir
back. On the East Coist ,  Hrr f .
Marr,  ccofge S. Kaufman anJ
Ir\.ing BL.rl;n \l.crc' part ol r grorp
dubbcd lhc Thanatopsis plc:rsrue
and Inside Straight Club" thar het.l
court at thc Algonquin Horcl in Neu.
York Cit!: Legcnc{ has it lohn Wayne
rvon the dog who was drc fjrsi

l.!ssic lron its handler, but cnded up giving ir bacx.
For velrs, Ira.tnd Lcc cersh\lin tetd a lveekly g:rDre ar

thcir home on Norrh Rorh rv Drive in Bcvertv IIi s thal
incl ded actor ! d\rard c. t{obins(nr (\\do starrccl opposire
Stc\,e NfcQueen in rbe pokcr rhemed Ihe Ci]|.cD"ati Kid)
rnd An.nie t)ickinson (.$ho starrcd in the ofjiliDnt Oceart
,1cvc,), latcr.r pla)'cr rt Barban Sinatrr's Bcvcrty HiUs
home {'iih the wivcs of j.r(k Lcmmon and Crcgor), Peck. Oi



Novak's return to film in 1991 lbr rvritcr dircctur Mikc Figgis'
noirish .I-iebestraurr was an intensely uns.ltisf,viDg exterience.
-l kno$.hc thinks I'm a total bitch." shc says ofFiggis, whose tal-
r'nt shc regards highly- 'That rolc \rxs fabulous, full of dcpth,
and when I interpreted ;t the w.ty I thought $,as evidL'nt in thc
incredible scr ipt ,  he said, 'We're not mrk;ng.r Kim Novak
novie, just sav the lines.'Usually. I would have just said the
rrords, played it and movcd on, but in this case I felt so strong-
h about thc script, I persistcd and rhought, 'IIow many morc
movies and opportunit ies wi l l  there be?'He said, ' I f ) -ou cont in
ue to play the role this $'ay, I'm just going to cut you out ofthe
movic,' and hc prctty much did. In this casc, I takc total respon-
sibility lbr bcing unprolessional. Ilc was not onli' thc ruthor. but
thc director But he never listencd to m,v point of vic\\,: It wipcd

Despite that eriperience, Novak's siatus continues to approach
ihat of a living lcgcnd nonfihclcss. Thc right projcci could
r.mpt her back to the screen even no$r "Holl:'!vood's big mis
rrke,'she says, "is that they always put emphasis first on the
srrrs, sccond thc dircctors and, iastly, the $.riter. The script is
rhc main thing.Ifyou'rc going ro say somcthing ii'orth\i'hile, the
s.ript is whcfc it lvill bc found. And for mc. that's still thc goal
t\j touch people and have an impact."l
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-:-,rtrq). R chard Gere (The t\4athnan Prophec tes), Mi.hael
.-rton (White Noise) Dennls Qua d (Coid Creek Mrnol) Kevn

-::rner (Dragonfl, and ceallrcy RUsh(House on Haunted Htlf)
:-r nsiead concentrate on ieens One ofthe reasons the Scream
:': i Know What YoL Did Lasr Summefser es were so popular is
: : :3!se the f i lms centered on teenagers be nq slashed to r lbbons;

.--n o,  i  ,d 
^" t ,  

I  i19 o l -e
:  : .  p eces l f  I  were making the ca ls in Ho lywood, ld recom-
--_. a Lot fewer creepy k ds ln the attic and a lot more creepy
::- : n th€ basement. And please fo more horror mov es starr ng
: : : :  t  De Niro For horor rnovies io wofk.  the sta rs have io fe g n
.::':st afd 

-vold 
convey ng the impression that they are merely

: : :  -  -q yet  another check Besides De N ro now saves h s scarest
k: Meet rhe Fockets

I  :he other l rand a I  m abol t  innoceni  chidren trapped in a
: : : : ' :ed ho!se w th B:rbr:  Streis:nd lust  might work . .1

Hollynrood SHUfFIE
: i::nu.d_lion pdg. (,:

: ::nr'r. Thc acior, \\'ho h.rs rrxincd rrirh pro pokcr sLLpcrstar
i.:::. Duk., bcat 90 other pl.r\crs. rnning thr.m Il.rguirc, tu takc
:- : - :  r lJce ind $356.,100 in the 510.000 bu\ in t r )urnrmcnt.  I ILrs
:  : ,  I  \or ld c lass,  p icked uf  the Fane just  i  cour l r  \cars ago
r.: re s fla\'ing e)rtrenely high-]c\el. \'an ]ratten sars.

: :  jusr rhis sort  of th ing that makcs great TV an. l  nothing bas

'-  :  r '  .  " -  inJr i . ,n $ i  h pnk.r  r^rr  rh 
' -  

r r  .  r . .cd g:r , .
L.  . - .  i r  s relevised games with celebr i t ies ar the tablc.  In days

:,.-: ..rr.hing poker on TV $'as akin to \{atching a plant grow.
I : .:rrron (as sloqt thc commcntary dull. Plus, there was ncr
r : In.\ Nhat eich phyer had. And if you wantcct to scc

; ,:r .. I \ lou had better keep the cotTeepot boiling cxpcct
: : . i : inrheNeehours.

Van Pattcn's [/o]Jd Poft.y Tour changcd cvcrythirg.
In 2003, producer Steven Lipscomb rcvolut ionizcd thc

corcept of poker on TV, turning i ts hust l ing, lo\ \-c lass reF
lnto a top r l tcd, wcl l  rcspcctcd spcctator sport  \ ! i th the
invcnt ion of thc "hoie cam" c.rmcrns that sho$'thc vieNer
cach player's hole cards," or face do$'n cards nnd livel)
comnrentators to . lmp up and explain the act ion rnd rulcs oi
the game. That year IVPTbecame the highest rated sho$ on
thc Travcl Channcl (A listcrs among its fans), and held irs
f i rst  celebri ty invi iai ionel tournament.  Bravo's attcmpt to
cash in on the explosion was produced by actor loshua
I,Ialina, Cclcbri.J' Pokcr S,,ron'do$.n, to which the W?7
rcspondcd with Ilollyrvood Homc carnc. a series featuring
Afflcck, Mimi Rogcrs, Aisha Tylcr and othcrs. Now add !o
that El's Hol/twodd HdlJ 'Em, ESPN'S World Scrics oa
Poker.  the syDdicl ted Hip Hop Hold ' tm air ing in
September, GSN's Pofter RoJ,ale; Celebr.iries vs. Poter I'ros
and any numbcr of tc lcviscd tournamcnts, and you've go!
enough foker to watch thl t  you won't  have t ime to hi t  thc
table,vourselt  Urless, that is,  you're onl ine at the samL'
t ime. competiDg on one of thousands of poker websites
(PartyPokcr.com, Bodog.com aDd Pokerstars.com are a
fcw of the morc popular).

' I  hat 's not !11.  A nat ion! l  monthly magazine cal l€d ,41/
L launchcd last year with Aff leck on the cover.  I ' ro pla\
cr Phi l  I lc l lmuth 1\, i l l  srar in a pokcr real i ty show in the
vcin of Tlc Apprcnt ic. ,  rnd Jcnnl l  El fman has bccn men-
t;oned to star ;n r  l . isa Kudfow produced si tcom based
on l)uke's l i fe.  l ) i rector Curt is Hanson is $orking on a
drama to be released in December cal led l -uc,t l -  Yo!,
about a profcssional pokcr player \ ' !ho runs into his
cstrangcd fathcr at thc world Scrics of Pokcr.  rhat stars
F.r ic B!D!,  l ) .erv Barrymore, Debra Mcssing rnd Robcrr
Duval l .  Zak Penn is direct ing a poker nrockum.'nt l rr-v
starr ing Aff lcck, Schwimmer and u' i l l ianr H. \1. tcr.
Nicolas Cxgc r, i l l  rcportcdlv pla-v pokcr lcgend Amari l lo
Sl im in a biopic dircctcd by Mi los Formxn. Phi l l ips is
shoot ing and starr ;ng;n his o$,n pok'r  moI ic.  Derd
MoreJ.,  this summer.

With thc pokcr rrcnd sr l l ing io\r :rrd ful l  t i l t .  are the odds on
thc mlssL's cvL'ntu.r l ly thro$ing rhcir  cards at the TV in
revolt? Or wi l l  v.rr iat ions on pokcr sho\\ 's cont inuc io spawn
l ike so manv relr l i t , !  show ruhbits r  \ \ 'hoopi Goldberg host
ed tourne-v ol1 sone Souih Pacif ic is l rnd, a couples g.rmc
rvhcrc thc \|jnncrs gcr mrrricd. a card-sharkinE tear Lactof
[sPN s origin.rl Fokcr drama Tilr was cancclcd after its J'irst
selson. One Ne\ Jersey lssemblywoman wants cablc nci-
Norks that air  poker sho\ ls tu donate money to compulsirc
gambling programs. A rccent vlrnir), Fair article sugFested
pokcr could bc likcncd to cocaine, as addicted as some 

'!ellkno\\,n Ilollywooct typcs sccm to bc. It may not be long beforc
the publ ic t ; res of watchhg Lance B.rss and Tracy Bingham
trade wit t ic isms over a pi le of chi ts and a pa;r of  jacks.

Bc that as it may, right no\'!'poker's the hottest diversion in
to\,!'n sincc P.rris llilton's sc)r tapc, and likc said actress, does
n't appe!r to be going an)'where soon. Says Van Patlcn. "\bu
nray not see i t  as much on TV in the future, but I  think i r  Ni l l
continuc to gro$', cspcciallv bccause the youth in poker is
continuing to grow and c1'cryonc loves to play poker. l
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