


amou5 hom€s ln Holtywood casr a long shadow over h storys landscape, yer even they,like
manythings, are nor missed unt i t lhey re gone {at t  loo of ten refurbished beyond recoqni t ion,

or, s.dty, buttdozed lof a slrip mattl. But lhafks to som€ who tove and appreciate Hotlrryood s Gotden
Age, a lew ol that era s slars'homes h.ve been tov nqty preserved,ju5t as lh€ acto15 themsetve5 conrln-
ue lo live on celt!loid. Author David Watlace pays homaqe lo lhese homes and the peoptewho love them
in h s new book, Dream Patacesof Hotlywood s Golden Age lAbrams Booksl, wh ch qives read€rs an att-
a.cess tour of 25 of LosAngeless mosl noteworthycetebrity homes, alt reslored maqniiicently.Amonq
them are the Spanish-slyle residence Cary Grant and Randotph Scott iirsr shared near Griflith Park, a
speclacutar Moderne mans€ in the hiLts lhal teq€nd says Carote Lombafd once owoed and Gtofia
SwansonsWhi l teyHeightshome,whichwasalsoonceocc!piedbyWit t iamFautkner 'LosAngetesqets
a realty bad rap for ptowlnq under o!r bullt environment and buitd ng somelhing better, Waitace says.
A tot 9ets tosl aLong the way, obviously, but here and lhere, theres an awlut lol sl tt lelt...youlust have

lo look around lor ll a tiltte b I

lltusior and reality may have been bLurred
i. the classic SurseiAoulevar4 bll lhe
re!l dream is thi5 3,000-squareJoot
Whiitey Ueights house ihe movie s st6r
Gloria Sw.nson was so taken with that she
rented it f rst ln rhe earty or mld 19405 and
aqai. white litming Surser li 2002, well-
known Holtywood inler of designe. Mariyn
Lawrence-BuLlard p!r{hased the Pkce and
qave it e hejor olerhelt, discovering {and



preservrn9l  smalr  bLt  neal  Iouches L ke a t iny f i re-
ptace na bedroom a. i  severat  marks le l t  bylhe
dimlnut ive aclress one be.9 th.  masterb. th-
room si fk she had ra sed so she would not have to
bend over lp ict ! red Lert l  Ihe ptace was
reptumbed f fom tha outs de to keepthe nside
inta. l  and wh€n t  was at t  don.,  ihe bathl !b i€t l
straighl  down thro!qh the f toor into the t iv ing
room-and t  d ldn I  nreak a th n9l '  Wal lace says.
A!rhor Witliam Fautkn€r atso llved there briefty,
usin!  th€ balconyouts de the masref  bedroom as
h s writlng study Ffequent v eitor lnever residentl
RudotphVate. l  no beslowed !pon thehous€ a
now-un.eadable anqeL plaque that s l i t t .emain5 on
the entryway iountain lp ictured on prevous
spr€adj i  i t ,  t  ke the chandel ier  sa d to have been
Swanson s, c.n n€ver teave the holse by hisroricat
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alt  ng the gior io!5,  7,300 squa.€ lool
Modenre-eryte ho!se rn l-loliywood s

La!qht in Park Lohba.ds s somawhatm15tead n9 t5 one ol
revefal  she purportedly l ived in,  but  other th.n rhe word oi  a
lator owncr,  no fecords exist  verfy ing th. t  a ei tuat ion WalLa.e
says is .omron the probtem w (h aLL of  these houses s th. l
mosl  o l  lhe std.s al  lhe t ime fe. led so rhere are no records,  or
Ihe fecord5 coutd be n lhe fame ol  tha r  marager to pfotec{
thcir  pr ivacy.  5o i ts iomet imes next to mpossibt .  lo ostabtrsh
wh€n stars 1v€d in these ptaresi ihat5why l5aid that  she mry
or qray.ol  hdveLvcd hcrc-bur sheshould have. L!mbard
.er1a nLy was d br9 enou!h strr  ar  the r ime lo have af forded the
pl3.e afd enloy ls hany ameni l r€5 that sr  t l  rema n,  L ke the
wood- nlsy nfepLace in the massv€ t iv n9.oom and th.  q l r  nt ,
tu l ip shapod his-and-her washslards in 1wo of  i ts  eighl  b3th
rooms. The ho!se was n !ood shape when d€vel .pe.  Lyle Low
dld h RFdl or wir  co p 

"D or.9rr  ' .  .  a8\ ,  b!  - .e.  
:

iheir  modernizal  on lhey kept th€ ep f i t  o l  ihe hone ln such
r. ldr t ion5a5theki tchens bt .ck t i le l toor and cab netry made o'
bird e eye maple,  poputar n lhe 19305, and a Mode.na-sryted
de.k overtook ng lhe swimming pool .  'The nterest  n91hln9 is
rh-a hous€ has a hoavl ly symmetfrcat  des 9. ,  whlch l th€ cur.€nt
ownersl  furnished very symmalr  cal ly Wal lace say5. i t  5 a
very comfort6ble ho!5e."
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sw rLed in the r930s ibout Cary
Gf:nts sexu. l  ty,  and al lholgh we Lt
never know the tr l th,  we do know
thal  he.nd nclor pat R.ndoLph Scotr
set  !p hous€ in a t r .d I  onrL Spanish
Coion al  Revival  nea. Gri f l i th Pdrk
i fom'321o 35. By l994when i i  was
bought by l i tm prod!ct ion desiqnei
Charl€s 8f€en and h q wif€ i.loniquo,
lhe hous€ had d-"gen€ral€d to s!ch
atr  appat l inq condi t iof  that  of  e s ieet
wouLd Lrerat tyst  ck to the l lv inq
room ltooc t took the coupLe 5even
y€ars to reslof€ the hou5e, Monrque
qoin9 so far.s to a. tuai ty spend a
year razo.bLade scraplng t.y€rs of
painr oi f  lhe t ront hat ls Mal ibu t i tes.
' 'Tho dea wae to get through al l  lhe
dir t  nnd lh€ muck and lhe pa nt  to
br inq the house back to wh6t l r  was
at ihe t ime. When rhey sold i t ,  i l  was
p..bablyas c lose to bein9 n lhe or g-
in. l  condn onasany house n lhe
book ls,  Waltac€ s:ys,  adding lh l r
o lher than a lew mino.chang€s,
much ol  the or l9 inaL touches
r€marr- l ike the wat l -hou. led
brackels In a bathroom lh3l  once
held a reducing bel t  the.cto.s wouid
useto s iay n shape,some ot lhe
srained ! lass windows and a chande
t ier  5omeone ot fered $3!.000 for The
olrer I  you.e cu. ious was decl ined,
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